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Pursuant to the Emergency Powers (Covid-19 Pandemic) Orders, the Emergency Powers
(Covid 19 Pandemic) (Risk Management) Orders, the Early Childhood Care Act, 2004 (“the Act”)
and the Early Childhood Care (National Standards) Regulations the Ministry of Education in
conjunction with the Pre-school and Day-Care Centre Council hereby advises that:
1.

Please note that section 8 of the Act provides, inter alia, that a person who operates a daycare centre or a pre-school without being duly registered under this Act commits an offence
and is liable to a penalty of $5,000 and where the offence continues, to a further penalty of
$100 for each day the offence continues.

2.

Before the re-opening of pre-schools and day-care centres, each centre must be sanitized.

3.

All Directors/Operators of pre-schools and day-care centres must ensure that the new
guidelines for operation in accordance with the Covid 19 Guidelines for Pre-schools and
Day-care Centres including Public Health Measures and the Environmental Health
Sanitation Guidelines are adhered to. Please note that failure to adhere to the guidelines
will result in the strict enforcement of the law.

4.

The Pre-school and Day-Care Centre Council is in support of the recommendation of the
Minister of Education for the re-opening of schools via virtual platforms commencing 30th
August, 2021.

5.

Please note that permission is granted to day-care and pre-schools centres to re-open on the
30th August, 2021; with 50% of the total population enrollment for face-to-face learning
(provided it has applied for and received permission to do so from the Ministry of
Education after consultation with the Ministry of Health).

Recommendations for Preschools Return to School Fall 2021
1.

Given the high rate of Community spread of COVID-19 in The Bahamas, We highly
recommend caution in the re-opening of pre-schools.

2.

In keeping with the Department of Education's plan to return to virtual learning, this should
be highly considered.

3.

If the Directors are of the opinion that their pre-schools and day-care centres can safely
open with smaller numbers (in keeping with the Ministry of Education’s protocol) then
every effort should be made to maintain infection control practices for staff and students.
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4.

Infants, separated into single cots and thus social distanced from other infants, may be at
low risk to return to care.

5.

Caregivers should be encouraged to always be masked, practice good hand hygiene and
remain social distanced from their colleagues especially for eating. Gathering in small
spaces is discouraged.

6.

Caregivers should be highly encouraged to be vaccinated.

7.

Directors should also be aware of the community circulation of RSV bronchiolitis- it may
present in infants as fever, cough, runny nose, wheezing (very similar to COVID-19). The
same precautions will help to decrease the spread of RSV bronchiolitis as well.

Delayed face-to-face opening of preschools (3-5 age group) was based on the following:
1.

The current state of the country regarding COVID-19:
(a)

there is widespread community spread on the most populated islands;

(b)

the national health system (both public and private) are in crisis, overwhelmed by
COVID-19 patients requiring hospitalization; and

(c)

there is a high likelihood that the Delta variant is the dominant strain in The
Bahamas leading to an increase in cases, change in a patient' profile which includes
a younger population, increase in severe disease and deaths.

2.

Low percentage of the population who are fully vaccinated.

3.

Inherent challenges in maintaining adherence to the preventive protocols of correct mask
wearing, appropriate physical distancing and rigorous sanitizing among this age group.

4.

The Pre-school and Day-Care Centre Council wishes to remind you that the [responsibility
for face-to-face learning is that of the Director/Operator of the centre.] The Council
shall not shall not be responsible for any accident, incident or contagious diseases outbreak
at your centre.

We wish you a successful and safe delivery of appropriate care in a safe and healthy learning
environment.
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NATIONAL STANDARDS GUIDELINES
The Physical Environment
Please ensure that:1. The premises are in good condition and enclosed with a latched gate.
2. There are adequate toilet facilities for adults and children equipped with toilets, sinks and
toilet supplies.
3. Where there are infants and toddlers, the diapering facilities include a changing table with
running water sink in close proximity to the infants and toddlers.
4. Doors and windows used for natural ventilation are provided with insect screening.
5. A playground is provided which is enclosed and allows a minimum of 9 square feet per
child. (A regular routine of activities must be kept on the outside in keeping with
Environmental Health Recommendations.)
6. In keeping with Public Health Recommendations and the National Standards, a minimum
of 21 square feet of indoor space per child is provided.
Staff Requirements
Staff members are trained, and are in good physical and mental health, and suitable to work with
young children.
In order to provide quality care and education to young children it is necessary that each
staff member is of good character and is in good physical and mental health.
Staff members with the responsibility for the care and nurturing of children shall:
1. Be trained in accordance with the standards of certification in Early Childhood Care
Education prescribed in the Council’s guidelines entitled “A Guide to the Early
Childhood Care National Standards’.
2. Obtain current basic first aid knowledge and certification.
3. Obtain an annual health certificate inclusive of the food handlers course conducted by the
Department of Public Health for food handling and preparation.
4. Present a certificate of health (medical certificate).
5. Present a valid police record, annually.
Health and Safety
For the health and safety of all children and staff members the operator shall ensure that:1. Each infant and toddler has a current immunization record.
2. Each child has a current medical and immunization record.
3. Children attending school and staff members are free from contagious diseases.
4. Any child attending school or staff member who has any illness, symptom of illness or
disease that a medical practitioner has determined requires home confinement or medical
care and attention shall not be permitted in the day-care centre or pre-school.
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5. When cleaning the facility all didactic (toys) materials, equipment and supplies are
cleaned using the suggested disinfecting solution, for example, ¼ capful of bleach to a
gallon of water which is prepared daily.
6. Toilets, wash basins, kitchen sinks and other plumbing are maintained and are in good
operating and sanitary conditions.
7. A first aid kit is available in the day-care centre or pre-school.
Centre Administration and Records
Please ensure that policies and procedures which are required for the efficient management of the
day-care centre or pre-school and to promote the health, safety, welfare, and development of
children and staff are documented and maintained.
As an operator of a day-care centre or pre-school, it is important to maintain and keep on file,
records and policies pertaining to the health, safety, and well-being of children and staff.
(See the Early Childhood (National Standards) Regulations, 2015.)
Programme Requirements
Please ensure that the programme encourages parental and community support and provides
planned activities and play which enhances the social, emotional, physical, spiritual, language,
creative and cognitive (intellectual) development of the child. The programme meets children’s
individual needs and promotes their well-being.
Please see staff/child ratio in the Early Childhood (National Standards) Regulations 2015.
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PUBLIC HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE RE-OPENING OF DAYCARE
CENTRES AND PRESCHOOLS IN LIGHT OF COMMUNITY SPREAD OF COVID-19
DISEASE

The re-opening of Daycare Centres and Preschools will be guided by the COVID-19 Emergency Powers
Orders. Education facilities are scheduled to open during phase 3 of the government’s plan for the reopening of the economy. It is anticipated that this will apply to the re-opening of preschools. As we are now
entering the summer period when most pre-schools are traditionally closed, it is likely that this re-opening will
coincide with the normal period of opening for schools in late August or early September.
It must be noted however that some Daycare Centres remain open during the summer to facilitate the need
for early childcare for working parents. As the economy begins to reopen and more parents return to work,
recommendations/guidance for the opening of daycare centres prior to September/phase 3 must therefore
also be considered.

AGE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC HEALTH MEASURES
It is not appropriate for young children to maintain the models of physical distancing that would be
suitable for older children, either practically or in terms of child development. In particular, it is not
desirable or possible to implement strict physical distancing between young children or between a
young child and their key worker. Additionally, face masks/coverings should not be placed on
children under the age or 2 (or anyone unable to remove the face covering without assistance).
Alternative, age appropriate public health measures will therefore need to be put in place for early
childcare and education settings. These measures include:
 Enhanced hand hygiene and cleaning practices.
 Caring for children in small groups.
 Minimizing contact between those groups.
 Maximizing use of outdoor spaces.
 Physical

distancing between adults in the setting, including parent to parent interaction at drop-off
and pick-up times.
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Public Health measures for the re-opening of Daycare Centres and Preschools aim to:
1. Minimize the risk of the introduction of COVID-19 to early childcare facilities.
2. Prevent the spread of COVID-19 and other communicable diseases among staff, children and
their families.
3. Maximize the ability of children and families to access safe, high quality early child care and
education.
Recommendations for Daycare Centres (newborn-toddlers) and Preschools (2⅟2-5 years)
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PRODUCED BY THE PRE-SCHOOL AND DAY-CARE CENTRE COUNCIL
INCLUSIVE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES AND
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
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